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Language skills are increasingly 
important to many areas of modern 
life and will be a fundamental to 
the success of future generations. 
Equipping today’s students with 
the skills to thrive in a multilingual 
environment is of great importance. 
As the national body for the 
humanities and social sciences, 
the British Academy has long 
championed language learning.

In addition to the targeted support 
we provide through our four-year 
language programme, which was 
launched in 2011, we are pleased to 
announce that this year we have 
joined forces with the Guardian. 
As part of this collaboration we 
will: celebrate the diversity of 
language and culture to be found 
in the UK; provide a national public 
platform to discuss the issues 
around language learning; and 
highlight the benefits that language 
skills can bring to education, the 
economy, and our society.

Following the success of the 
inaugural Schools Language 
Awards, we were delighted this 
year to receive 120 applications 
from projects across the UK, which 
are raising the level of language 

learning in their local area. All of 
the 2013 winners embody the spirit 
of the Schools Language Awards 
through their development of 
imaginative and effective ways 
to encourage more learners to 
take languages to higher levels.

I am therefore delighted to welcome 
all of the winners to the Awards 
Ceremony this year to celebrate 
the important work that the staff 
and pupils at the winning schools 
are carrying out to help increase 
language learning within the UK. We 
hope, and believe, that these winning 
projects will inspire and encourage 
other schools and students to 
embrace and enjoy language learning.

Professor Nigel Vincent 
Vice-President of the 
British Academy

Foreword
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In 2011, the British Academy launched 
a four-year programme to deepen 
awareness and demonstrate the 
importance of languages in the 
humanities and social sciences.

In February this year the Academy 
published a report entitled The 
State of the Nation – Demand 
and supply of language skills in 
the UK. In that report it stated:

“There is strong evidence that the 
UK is suffering from a growing 
deficit in foreign language skills 
at a time when global demand for 
language skills is expanding.”

“Approximately half of the demand 
identified as being the key to future 
economic growth is in Languages.”

It goes on to say that languages 
“. . . are difficult or impossible to 
study within the UK education 
system.” Making the point that it 
is very uncommon for university 
students to take degrees combining 
languages with vocational or STEM 
(Science,Technology, English & 
Maths) subjects. This in turn, the 
report states, limits the UK’s ability 
to transfer domestic innovation 
into international markets.

The aim of these Awards is to 
encourage more young people 
to take languages to higher levels. 
It is clear from the response that 
the schools attending today’s event, 
share this aim. We are delighted 
to have received so many quality 
applications and congratulate the 
winning projects, whose progress 
the BA will follow with great interest. 
We hope you will become beacons 
of good practice and help to turn the 
tide on Britain’s Language deficit.

Huw Edwards 
BBC Presenter

Introduction
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Oldham Sixth Form College is at the 
heart of a town ranked as the 37th 
most deprived local authority (out 
of 326), with 18 of the wards in the 
5% most deprived. It is within this 
context that The LIFT Project aims 
to tackle head on the perceptions 
that languages are reserved for 
‘elite’ and more able learners. 

With the non-compulsory status 
of MFL in many secondary schools 
within the borough and local 
areas, encouraging pupils to 
recognise the benefits of studying 
a language at GCSE and beyond is 
paramount to The LIFT Roadshow. 

This involves groups of ‘A’ Level 
language students visiting local 
secondary schools with their 
language tutor to deliver interactive 
sessions to groups of up to 60 year 
8 / 9 pupils before they choose 
their Key Stage 4 options. This 
engaging session gives pupils the 
chance to explore the opportunities 
languages can offer and listen to 
the experiences and aspirations 
of ‘real life’ language students. 

Developing curiosity and excitement 
around language learning is 
instrumental to the LIFT Little 
Linguists programme. This new 
initiative involves ‘A’ Level students 
delivering French and Spanish 
clubs in local primary schools, and 
culminates in a presentation at the 
Sixth Form College. This will not only 
raise awareness of language learning 
but also raise the aspirations and 
ambitions of the participating pupils. 

Oldham Sixth Form College
Regional winner: North 
Project: The LIFT project, Languages: Inspiring Futures Together 
www.osfc.ac.uk
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The school has been a Specialist 
Languages College since 2005 and 
has worked hard to highlight the 
importance of language skills in the 
future careers of the students.

There is a strong multi-cultural 
element among the student 
population. The school’s many 
global partnerships have increased 
the interest through funded 
programmes such as Comenius 
and Connecting Classrooms.

Already the “Careers in Languages 
Day”, introduced into the school 
calendar as an annual event 
for Year 8, has proved very 
successful. Students work in 
teams to investigate news stories 
around the world and report 
them via a bulletin from ‘foreign 
correspondents’ in French, German, 
Spanish and Mandarin Chinese. 

A languages consultant supports 
the event and presents a variety 
of careers where language skills 
are required or are a distinct 
advantage. The examples we give 
of famous people with these skills, 
or high profile companies favouring 
applicants with language skills, 
have resulted in an overwhelmingly 
positive reaction among the students.

We have shared details of the 
Year 8 Careers in Languages Day 
with schools in our local area, and 
the plan is to further develop this 
information-sharing and support 
other schools in the South West 
in setting up similar events.

Devonport High School For Girls
Regional winner: South East and South West 
Project: Languages in Your Career Matter!  
www.devonportgirls.plymouth.sch.uk
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At Deptford Green School the 
take up of languages at Key Stage 
4 has been low, as it is seen as a 
difficult and irrelevant option. Socio-
economic factors mean students 
see languages as “not something for 
them” and this was compounded by 
the fact that languages were rarely 
seen and experienced in context. 

Our ‘Maximising Mobility’ programme 
aims to introduce a structured 
curriculum of MFL activities for 
students from Key Stage 3 to Key 
Stage 5 developing inter-cultural 
skills and employability. We have 
started implementing various 
activities challenging pre-conceived 
ideas and cultural stereotypes and 
linking language qualifications 
with the wider world of work.

Students will be issued with a 
‘language passport’ and collect 
stamps through using a target 
language and participating in 
language activities such as French 
cinema night, European day of 
languages, taster courses, and 
a careers in languages day. 

We want to engage with employers 
and Universities as the project 
should not only have an impact 
on take up at higher level but be 
sustainable. We have already worked 
with SOAS and want to strengthen 
the link and are working towards 
identifying local employers with 
a global outlook to get involved.

Deptford Green School
Regional winner: London 
Project: Maximising Mobility 
www.deptfordgreen.lewisham.sch.uk

“We are extremely proud to 
have won this award. Deptford 
Green School is a multilingual 
community and we encourage 
all our students to acquire 
new skills and knowledge. 
We are keen to promote the 
learning of languages across 
the curriculum and it’s fantastic 
to receive recognition for the 
efforts our staff and students 
are making in this area.”
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Foyle College
Regional winner: Londonderry, Northern Ireland 
Project: Il était une fois: language learning  
through storytelling 
www.foylenet.org.uk

Our storytelling project started in 
2007, with a tentative introduction 
of a children’s story into year 8, 
and subsequent dramatisation 
on European day of Languages. 

From this small beginning, grew 
our French drama group, La 
Comédie Foylaise. We have read 
and performed many stories 
on Open Day and recently held 
our first Storytelling Workshop 
with another local school. 

For this year’s award, our project has 
risen to a new level. With the target 
of improving the uptake of languages 
at ‘A’ level, we are working on “hearts 
and minds” within the school. We aim 
to convince other teachers, who are 
not linguists, of the value of language 
learning. We especially wish to show 
those who believe that they were 
never “any good at languages” that 
language learning can be enjoyable, 
stress-free, and accessible to all.

Our aim is to achieve a whole school 
enthusiasm and commitment to 
language learning, thereby increasing 
numbers choosing the subject at 
‘A’ level. With the participation 
of some members of the Senior 
Management Team, we hope to 
gain greater flexibility in the options 
blocks for ‘A’ level choices, thus 
increasing our ‘A’ level numbers. 

We are delighted to have won this 
award because it gives recognition to 
our project which started from small 
beginnings. It has already created 
the momentum and enthusiasm 
for language learning in our school 
and local community alike. 

“You are learning things 
without really trying.” 

“I love French and stories are 
a great way to pick it up.” 
 

“It’s more fun than vocabulary 
learning. You pick it up without 
being told what it means.”  
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University of Strathclyde and 
Glasgow City Council schools
Regional winner: Scotland 
Project: Parliamo Glasgow 
www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/schoolofhumanities/las

Parliamo Glasgow is a collaborative 
project between the University 
of Strathclyde and Glasgow 
City Council. Building on the 
successful Strathclyde Language 
Ambassadors Programme, it 
aims to have a real impact on the 
modern languages take up rate 
in secondary schools in the city. 

We target particular schools that 
are in areas of significant or high 
social deprivation, with learners 
of different nationalities and from 
different ethnic backgrounds. 

The project will not only involve 
university staff and their students 
in addition to teachers and their 
pupils, but will also include parents 
and carers, in a series of community-
based activities and events.

We intend to:

• Further develop the Language 
Ambassadors visits programme.

• Offer taster days for pupils, 
when they spend a full day 
at university, attending a 
variety of language classes.

• Set up an ‘adopt-a-class’ pilot 
project with some of our third 
year students just about to 
go on their year abroad.

• Implement study / support 
groups running regular sessions 
in selected schools with cultural 
outings to the cinema, theatre, 
etc. supported by study sessions.

• Engage with parents through 
cultural activities such as cooking 
classes in the foreign language, etc.

Winning one of the British Academy 
prizes will enable the two partners 
to further develop the scope of the 
University of Strathclyde’s Language 
Ambassadors programme, adding 
an important social dimension to it.
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Northgate High School
Regional winner: East and Midlands 
Project: Going Global 
www.northgate.suffolk.sch.uk 

Going Global sets out to offer to 
Year 11 students across Suffolk who 
are studying French, German and 
Spanish, the opportunity to challenge 
themselves further. This we do by 
enabling them to work with like-
minded students in small groups, 
with the overall aim of producing 
a valuable resource that could be 
used by other potential learners. 

In an attempt to steer away 
from the relative confines of 
the GCSE courses, the students 
are encouraged to investigate 
issues that would not normally 
be covered in lessons at school. 

A key aspect of the project is the 
opportunity the students are given 
to use ICT in preparing their projects, 
moving from presentation software 
in the project’s infancy, to tablets, 
and the latest video editing software 
to create their own short films. 

Another aim of the project is the 
desire to involve as many schools 
as possible from across the region. 
With Suffolk being a large rural 
county and with over 50 students 
involved every year from over 
20 secondary schools, good 
communication is essential. 

The funds will enable the project to 
continue to grow, and will allow us 
to supply students with the latest 
technology to help inspire their 
creativity and ability to communicate 
in a way that their peers will find 
interesting and engaging. 

“Without doubt, Going Global has 
raised the profile of language 
study across Suffolk, pupils who 
have an interest and an aptitude 
for languages now have the chance 
to stretch their talents, work with 
new people from across the region, 
and get firsthand experience 
of what post-16 language study 
is about, whilst also having 
the chance to inspire the next 
generation of language learners.” 
Alex Blagona, Project Leader
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Many Vietnamese young people are 
fluent in English but not Vietnamese, 
while the reverse was the case 
for our parents. Our school has 
72 pupils aged from 8 to 19 years 
and our role is to support children 
from a Vietnamese background 
with the national curriculum and 
provide cultural activities for them. 

The Vietnamese community 
has difficulty accessing services 
because they face great language 
and cultural barriers.

From the group discussions 
with children and feedback from 
parents, we learnt that students 
wanted to learn Vietnamese so 
they could participate in cultural 
activities and communicate with 
their parents and relatives. 

Our project helps parents and 
children learn each others’ first 
language. It means that students 
from a Vietnamese background 
gain confidence, and achieve 
better results in school and have 
better employment prospects.

We recently involved our young 
people in local projects such as the 
Young Mayor for Lewisham and 
Connexion trainings. We have no 
doubt that with new knowledge 
and skills, our young people will 
benefit in their future lives.

Vietnamese Supplementary  
School 
Deptford, London 
Project: Vietnamese language and culture
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Hamara Supplementary School is 
a successful youth team project, 
designed to address the problems 
of ethnic minority children 
underachieving in British state 
schools. It was set up in 1997 as 
a response to the demands and 
concerns from parents, academics 
and community leaders within 
the South Leeds community. The 
project’s primary aim is to raise 
educational attainment, increasing 
prospects for children to succeed 
in education and employment. 

The South Leeds area is one of 
the most economically and socially 
disadvantaged wards of the 
city. It is also within the top 10% 
poorest wards nationally in the 
indices of economic deprivation. 
Educational attainment is low and 
outcomes for BME groups remain 
well below the Leeds average and 
that of their national peers for 
groups such as Bangladeshi, Black 
African, Eastern European and 
Gypsy / Roma / Traveller communities.

The Supplementary School 
supports young people from diverse 
backgrounds in a progressive, 
caring and high quality learning 
environment. We deliver academic 
support in English, Maths and 
Science but offshoots of the 
project also provide a range of 
other activities to raise aspirations 
and positive opportunities for 
children and young people.

Funds from the British Academy will 
help launch a language accreditation 
scheme for young people with 
English as an additional language 
from our partner school, South 
Leeds Academy, in order for them 
to gain entry-level qualifications 
in their home languages. 

Hamara Supplementary  
School 
Leeds 
Project: Promoting Languages and Learning Project  
www.hamara.co.uk

“We are very excited about 
undertaking this project and know 
it will have a lasting impact on the 
lives of the young people we will be 
working with. Home languages are 
often unrecognised but we value 
bilingual skills and with our support 
young people who are at risk of 
leaving school without qualifications 
will develop skills of learning that 
they will take forward in to later life.”
Aisha Rashid, School Activity Coordinator



 15

The Peace School is a bilingual 
supplementary school which 
was formed with the aim of 
enabling children to develop 
a better understanding of the 
Arabic language and culture. 

As students tend to find traditional 
Arabic literature boring and 
repetitive, we have developed a 
more content rich curriculum. Our 
aim is to teach topics from science, 
geography and history in Arabic 
with effective use of digital media 
software. We believe this promotes 
multimodal focus and the successful 
enhancement of the 4 language skills.

We try to make a link between the 
language and the subject students 
study at school. We do this through 
the use of the host school’s ICT and 
Smartboard equipment, making 
lessons which are more interactive. 

There is a greater emphasis on 
cross-curricular activism with 
recent topics such as Black 
History Month, slavery and ‘Who 
am I’ taken from the National 
Curriculum and taught in Arabic. 

Students’ skills are further developed 
through the use of the software 
VoiceThread, so that they can 
peer assess digital stories of 
students from around the globe. 

This approach provides opportunities 
for practising language in context 
with real native speakers in all 
four skills areas (reading, writing, 
listening and speaking). It also 
caters for different learning styles 
and ages, thus making lessons more 
engaging and encouraging real-time 
learning; phenomena which are new 
to Arabic supplementary schools. 

Peace School
Brent, London 
Project: Languages, ICT & CLIL . . .  a new way forward 
www.peaceschool.co.uk 



16 

The aim of our project was to 
integrate the development of 
the children’s English and Polish 
language skills with an understanding 
of finance and marketing. We 
did this by getting the children 
to plan, design, finance and sell 
a project idea for profit using 
their preferred language. 

We hoped that by doing this the 
children would get an understanding 
of financial capability that will give 
them essential life skills with the 
ability to make sound financial 
decisions in a fast changing world. 

Financial education is important in 
today’s busy world. The new national 
curriculum for England has put more 
emphasis on teaching students 
about money. Financial education 
will become a statutory part of the 
curriculum for the first time in 2014. 

The new curriculum will incorporate 
‘risk management’ in citizenship, 
income and expenditure, credit 
and debt, insurance, savings and 
knowledge about pensions.

The ‘Mini-market’ project and all 
its activities sees us moving towards 
our ultimate goal of ensuring all 
young people leave school with the 
knowledge and confidence to thrive 
and survive in today’s society.

We believe that through this 
project, we will be giving them 
experiences to understand just 
why they need to learn, and 
make learning more relevant. 

Liverpool Polish  
Saturday School
Liverpool 
Project: Young Entrepreneur (Mini-market enterprise project)  
www.polskaszkolawliverpool.org.uk 
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The EC Lighthouse was established 
in 1999 with the mission to provide 
quality supplementary education in 
the Lithuanian language as well as 
providing wider cultural education 
and integration support for families. 
Our school received a Bronze 
Award in a Quality Framework 
for Supplementary Schools last 
December and is well on a way 
to get Silver and Gold awards. 

Our students regularly participate 
in various projects and competitions 
both in the UK and abroad and 
have won a number of awards.

The main aims of the project 
“I’m multi-fluent’’ are to get more 
accessible learning materials for 
children to improve their Lithuanian 
language knowledge in the UK as 
well as to help kids to start speaking 
Lithuanian at home. In addition, 
we aim to expose students to the 
Lithuanian language away from 
the home or school environment. 

To achieve our goals we will use a 
number of methods; with the help 
of the Embassy of Lithuania in the 
UK we will organise day trips to the 
embassy and have diplomats as 
guests at our school to emphasise 
the importance of being fluent in 
multiple languages, we will also 
further develop our video lessons 
of Lithuanian language and both 
promote and make them easier 
and more accessible using social 
networking and video sharing sites. 

In addition, we will organise 
a number of activities that 
would involve whole families. 
It should encourage parents to 
take a proactive approach in 
their kid’s language learning. 

EC Lighthouse
London 
Project: I’m multi-fluent 
www.eclighthouse.co.uk

“We are very happy with the 
British Academy Award. This 
award enables us not only to 
implement the project ‘I’m 
multi-fluent’, it will also enable 
us to expand our activities 
further and introduce our 
project to wider audiences. 
This award is an important 
acknowledgment of our work.’’
Nijole Jankauskiene, Director
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Arabic School for All 
Lincoln 
Project: Energy – Environment – Architecture for Kids 
www.christs-hospital.lincs.sch.uk  

At the Arabic School for All, we 
aim to provide excellent support 
and concrete tools for those 
who aim to improve their Arabic 
language and see architecture and 
design as their future profession. 

Through our Arabic Language 
Architecture, Energy and Built 
Environment sessions / workshops 
we try to provide learning 
support activity for young people 
to be creative and encourage 
them to produce a vision for 
how we intend to make this 
globalised world a better place 
for everyone to live and work in. 

By bringing both language, and 
architecture awareness, knowledge 
and skills to young people it stretches 
their creativity and innovation. 

Arabic language and architecture /
energy for children programmes 
are mainly hands-on and interactive 
learning activities; they also 
incorporate learning standards in 
science and technology / engineering, 
social science, and visual arts, on 
top of Arabic as a foreign language. 



 19

Our project aims to develop 
and facilitate a career focused 
curriculum, which will encourage 
secondary age pupils to continue 
their studies in Polish language. 

Our new focused curriculum for 
GCSE and ‘A’ level will include 
classical language activities like 
reading and writing supported by 
the newest information technology. 
The curriculum will be supplemented 
by a Young Journalists’ Club, which 
will focus on the development of 
skills necessary for journalism. 

The most advanced students 
will be offered placements in 
local businesses, where a second 
language, particularly Polish can 
be used e.g. employment agencies, 
property management services, 
translator or interpreter agencies.

Having strong links with local 
businesses we have been able to 
organise attractive supplementary 
activities for our pupils. Our partners 
from Emigrant Magazine are going 
to facilitate a “Youth Forum”, as a 
subsection of its online issue, where 
students will publish their work. 
The best essays will be published 
in a “regular” Emigrant Magazine. 

Our second partner, Radio Szkocja 
FM will host a workshop in their 
broadcasting studio. The pupils 
will have a chance to learn how 
the radio operates and familiarise 
themselves with the equipment 
and surrounding environment. 

We expect the first program 
to be recorded and broadcasted 
in November. The students 
will also have a chance to take 
microphones out and hunt 
for topics and interviews.

Polish School in Glasgow
Glasgow 
Bilingual Opportunities  
www.polskaszkolaglasgow.co.uk
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The Double Club Project is for 
schools that are looking to engage 
pupils with their language studies 
at Key Stages 2 and 3. We provide 
resources that have been developed 
in collaboration with language 
institutions who have expertise in 
the teaching of German, French, 
Spanish, Italian and Portuguese. 

Our secondary materials are suitable 
for Years 7–9 and aim to raise the 
profile of languages in schools, 
motivate pupils and encourage 
uptake at GCSE. Following their 
success, primary language modules 
have been developed to enthuse 
younger learners at KS2.

Double Club workbooks are fun, 
colourful and in line with the topics 
covered in the National Curriculum. 
A key element of each module is 
a DVD featuring an Arsenal player 
speaking in their native tongue.

Another unique feature is our 
insistence on reinforcing the 
language on the football pitch. We 
provide a coaching guide containing 
simple vocabulary that can be used 
during the practical sessions.

All schools are invited to bring their 
participants to a Language Day at 
Emirates Stadium. This includes a 
stadium tour, museum visit, language 
activities and prizes for all pupils.

Over 10,000 pupils from more than 
400 schools across the country 
have taken part in the programme 
at either Primary or Secondary level.

Arsenal in the Community 
The British Academy has invited Arsenal Football Club to 
attend our Award Ceremony to showcase their work in promoting 
language teaching in schools. Below, Steve Eadon, Arsenal’s 
Double Club Languages Coordinator outlines their work.

“Football is a great way to engage 
pupils in their studies – there are 
so many ways to create a link 
with language learning. We have 
received countless testimonials from 
teachers across the UK, commenting 
on greater pupil engagement and 
improved behaviour of pupils who 
had previously been difficult. There 
have been some fantastic stories 
of boys and girls taking inspiration 
from the programme, having 
been exposed to both linguistic 
and sporting role models.”
Steve Eadon, Double Club  
Languages Coordinator
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